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Ulupono Initiative Supports HR 74, Requesting the Director of the Office of Planning to 
Establish Within the Office of Planning an Agricultural Housing Task Force 
 
Dear Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite, Chair Brower, Vice Chair Matayoshi, and Members of 
the Committees: 
 
My name is Murray Clay, and I am Managing Partner of Ulupono Initiative, a Hawai‘i-based 
impact investment firm that strives to improve the quality of life for the people of Hawai‘i by 
working toward solutions that create more locally produced food; increase affordable, clean, 
renewable energy; and better manage waste and fresh water resources. Ulupono believes that 
self-sufficiency is essential to our future prosperity and will help shape a future where 
economic progress and mission-focused impact can work hand in hand. 
 
Ulupono supports HR 74, which establishes an agricultural housing task force within the 
Office of Planning, because it aligns with our goal of more locally produced food. 
 
A lack of on-site housing for agricultural workers has helped to exacerbate Hawai‘i’s 
agricultural workforce shortage. Without a housing benefit, jobs in the agricultural field are 
often not as competitive compared to other sectors of the economy. Plus, being on-site will give 
farmers more time for operations, the ability to monitor growing challenges on the farm, and 
have a stronger presence to reduce agricultural theft. 
 
We believe this task force is a good first step toward finding a solution to the complex issue of 
agricultural workforce housing. 
 
As Hawaiʻi’s local food issues become increasingly complex and challenging, organizations need 
additional resources and support to address and overcome them. We appreciate these 
committees’ efforts to look at policies that support local food production. 
 
We believe that through collaboration, we can help produce more local food and support an 
economically robust homegrown agriculture industry, which strengthens our community with 
fresh, healthy food. Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Murray Clay 
Managing Partner 
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